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1. INTRODUCTION
World Football Summit (WFS), in partnership with MaGIC | Malaysian Global Innovation &
Creativity Centre and Global Sports Innovation Center powered by Microsoft (GSIC), are
launching the Asian Edition of the 2019 STARTCUP to locate the best sportstech projects
and/or startups across the Asian continent transforming the football and sports industry.
For this reason, WFS, MaGIC and GSIC announce a joint call for projects and/or startups
that offer solutions that impact the football and/or sports industry. The technological areas
of interest that will be evaluated are distributed in 7 tracks:

* If you are not sure whether
your project fits in one of these categories, go ahead and

1. Quantified-self

5. Media & rights

2. Sport digital platforms

6. Next generation of sponsorship

3. Smart & immersive facilities

7. eSports, emerging sports, virtual
currencies & betting

apply and our jury will evaluate your project and categorize
it where they consider appropriate.

4. Fan engagement & experience
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1. PROMOTERS
World Football Summit is the international event of the football industry, gathering the most influential professionals in order to discuss the most relevant topics and generate business opportunities. worldfootballsummit.

Global Sports Innovation Center (GSIC) has a primary goal of improving the va- lue chain of the Sport industry
by leveraging the most advanced technologies, enabling business connections, and becoming a worldwide
reference for the sports industry, from start-ups to enterprise organizations.

MaGIC | Malaysian Global Innovation & Creativity Centre
(MaGIC) enables and supports the sustainable growth
of entrepreneurship in Malaysia with a goal to drive
sustainable ecosystem development through innovation, as well as create value and new economic drive
for Malaysia. We help entrepreneurs at every stage of
their journey by collaborating with other government
agencies, industries, and community stakeholders. To
build our nation’s creativity and innovation skills as well
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as grow talent, we offer dynamic programmes and
capacity-building initiatives. MaGIC is also working to
position Malaysia as a gateway to Asia for entrepreneurs to expand their business and reach. Social entrepreneurship is a key focus for us; we aim to drive
the movement forward through community engagement, capability development, and social impact measurement initiatives. More information on MaGIC at
mymagic.my
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2. OBJECTIVE OF THE CALL
The call aims to achieve the following objectives:
1.

Showcase, support, nurture them and train entrepreneurs to transform their projects
into successful companies, while improving their projection, growth and scalability,
and connect them with potential clients whilst giving them unprecedented visibility.

2.

Identify the most promising technological solutions in Asia that operate in, but not
limited to, any of the following areas: 1) Quantified-self; 2) Digital sport platforms, 3)
Smart & immersive facilities, 4) Fan engagement & experience, 5) Media & rights,
6) n3xt generation of sponsorship, 7) eSports, emerging sports, virtual currencies
& betting.

The finalist selected startups, up to a maximum of seven will have the opportunity to pitch
their project/startup at a live event, on the WFS Asia event in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia during
the 29th & 30th of April 2019.
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3. PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENT
The call is aimed for entrepreneurs who can contribute with their technological innovation
to the development through the different categories mentioned above. In this sense, the
present call is aimed for projects, seed stage and early stage companies.
Participants may participate in the call for those projects/startups that meet the following
requirements:
Be a project and/or startup – at least - in Pre-seed/seed and/or early stage.
Have a dedicated full-time team of at least 2 individuals.
Have at least a minimum viable product (MVP) and potential to implement internationally.
	The individual promoter / representative of the startup must be of legal age and must
have the legal capacity to be bound. You may not be an employee, manager, partner,
or maintain a business relationship with WFS at the time of application.
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The promoters of each project/startup may only participate in this call by submitting a
single project.
Promoters may not have been convicted of a felony conviction for any offense.
Participants who do not fulfill any of these requirements, will not be included in this call,
losing the right to receive any service and no claim to WFS, and/or MaGIC.
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4. APPLICATIONS AND CALENDAR
The application for admission to participate in the call will be made through the platform of
WFS in partnership with MaGIC and GSIC. Candidates to participate must complete their
application for admission by registering and submitting information through the online form
available on the WFS website: WFS application (set link)

Applications for admission received or attempted to formalize after the deadline for admission
of applications will not be assessed for admission to the program.
Applications Opens: January 9, 2019

Finalist announcement: March 18, 2019

Applications Close: February 28, 2019

Live event pitch at WFS Asia: April 29 & 30, 2019

The organizers reserve the right to modify the dates published in the present document.
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5. SELECTION CRITERIA
The following criteria will be evaluated for the selection of participating projects and startups:
1.

THE QUALITY OF THE INNOVATION AND ASSETS (25 POINTS):
1.1.

Level of innovation, transformative potential and technology novelty.

1.2. Intellectual property protection.
1.3. Level of development.
2.

THE MARKET POTENTIAL (25 POINTS):
2.1. Identification of the need or problem to be solved.
2.2. The value proposition and business model.
2.3. Identification of the potential users, clients or market.
2.4. Competitive differentiation.
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2.5. Close-to-market.
2.6. Scalability and growth.
3.

TEAM CAPACITY & TRACTION (25 POINTS):
3.1. Profile and track record of the team.
3.2. Existence of a support team and complementarity of the team members.
3.3. Commitment, motivation and purpose of the project.
3.4.	
Collaborations, endorsements, prizes, awards, capital rose that the project has
received.

The total score to be evaluated by the judges are 75 points. The three-abovementioned
categories (1, the quality of innovation and asset, market potential, team capacity-traction)
are going to be evaluated with the same weighted factor (1:1:1).
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6. APPLICATION
You will need to complete an application form which includes the following fields:
1. Company Name

6. Website

2. Company Owner(s)

7. YouTube Video Or Demo URL If Applicable

3. Company Profile (150 words)

8. Company Stage Of Development (Launch,
Revenue, Investment etc)

4. Founder Profile (100 words)
9. Send 1 Pager or Presentation Deck to:
5. Product/Service Description

startcup@worldfootballsummit.com

and Why It’s Different (250 words)
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7. SELECTION PROCESS
The selection of projects will be carried out based on the transformation potential and their
impact on the football & sports industry. The selection criteria are described in the previous
section.
The judging committee, made up of representatives from the sport’s ecosystem and
organizing entities, is responsible, among others, for ensuring the correct development of
the selection process and the quality of the same; resolving any doubts as to the eligibility
of applications and the application of the rules; selecting the experts-evaluators who will
externally rate the applications and assigning them the applications; short-listing the most
promising startups and projects.
Verification of eligibility: Once the application period has closed, the projects will be reviewed
to ensure that the rules of participation have been complied with. Applications that do not
comply with the rules will be eliminated from the process. The judging committee also has
the right to ask, if needed, for more information about the project and/or start-up in order
to complete the selection criteria.
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Initial evaluation (Peer Review): Applications that pass the verification of eligibility are classified
in groups according to the eligible track and revised by two independent judges/application.
Short-list: Based on the best scores obtained, the judging committee will shortlist 7 projects
that will go to the final pitch event at WFS.
Event pitch (Panel of judges): Experts in the areas of technology, sport, business, innovation,
investment and entrepreneurship and financing form the panel. Judges will analyze and
deliberate within the WFS Asia event the winner of each track and the event. Further info
on the timing & format of the final pitch event will be appropriately communicated to the
finalists.
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8. PRIZE
The winner of the WFS Asia StartCup will receive the following prizes:
The jury will decide a winner of the WFS Asia StartCup and there will be one special mention.
1-to-1 Meetings with The Judging Panel
2 Corporate Pass ticket to attend WFS in Madrid in September
Video Interview Publicized on the WFS Website and Social Media Channels
Exclusive interview with our Media Partners.
	Access to a database of over 25 mentors and subject matter experts via MaGIC’s Mentorship
platform;
	A co-working space hot desk in MaGIC’s Cyberjaya campus for a duration of six (6) months;
and
	Networking and pitching opportunities with MaGIC’s corporate and government partners for
collaboration opportunities.
	Depending on program availability, the participants can apply to any of the programs, provided
that they are qualified and fulfill the requirements
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Visibility, use of logos and information
Free GISC membership, valid until
	A co-working space hot desk in MaGIC's Cyberjaya campus for a duration of six (6)
months; and
	Networking and pitching opportunities with MaGIC’s corporate and government partners
for collaboration opportunities.
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9. CONFIDENTIALITY, DATA PROTECTION AND ACCEPTANCE OF CONDITIONS
The confidentiality of the applications presented is guaranteed throughout the entire
process. In any case, the general characteristics of the applications (as detailed in previous
section) may be disseminated and, in due course, the name of projects/startups (and logo
if applicable), a brief description, the beneficiary and its logo, the name of the promoter
and his/her photo, may be published through, without limitation, press releases, emailing,
brochures and websites to communicate the WFS Asia StartCup.
Participating in the WFS Asia StartCup implies the acceptance of these conditions in full
and the adherence to these rules for participation, their interpretation lying within the
corresponding jury during each stage of the process.
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10. CONTACT
For any information and inquiries, please contact startcup@worldfootballsummit.com
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